
	 13	

“Houston, We Have a Solution!” (Part 1) 
 
 

	
	
As a group, share with each other some highlights, insights, and ah-ha 
moments you gained from last week’s daily exercises: 
 
________________________________________________________________________	
 
________________________________________________________________________	
 
________________________________________________________________________	
 
Review Key Learnings from Journey Week #1 
 
Jesus said, “I am the WAY…”  Are you going the right WAY? 
 
Elements to Traveling on the Right “WAY” (Path):  
 
The Importance of Foundations, Frameworks and Building Materials. 
 
What Foundation, Framework & Materials Are You Using to Build your 
Spiritual Life?  What type of builder are you? 
 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid 
a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how 
he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become 
manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the 
fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has 
built on the foundation survives, he a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.  1 
Corinthians 3:10-15 
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Introducing the Transformational Framework:  
 
“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel 
of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel.”  Mark 1:14-15 
 
Who Is the King? 
 

You can’t have a kingdom without a King!  Jesus is the King of the kingdom.  
 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2 As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way, 3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”  (Mark 1:1-3) 
 

Jesus is the, “Christ” (“anointed one”) and the, “Lord” – terms that are kingly in 
their nature and orientation.  Jesus is even described as, “the King of kings” 
(Rev. 19:16).  When we surrender our lives to Jesus – it is not just as our Savior, 
but as our Lord and King!   
 

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  Romans 10:9 
 

These verses are familiar to most of us, but there’s something in this 
passage many have overlooked. It’s a single word: lord. The word lord is 
the Greek word kurios, which means “master, owner, supreme in 
authority.” This is significant because people often unconsciously 
substitute another word in place of this one. Paul states we must confess 
the Lord Jesus—not the Savior Jesus. Herein lies a fundamental flaw 
prevalent in the Western church. 

Contrary to popular belief, confessing Jesus as merely Savior doesn’t 
bring freedom or new life. I realize this is a strong statement that cuts 
against the grain of our accepted appeals to the lost, but it is true to 
Scripture. 

The word savior is found 36 times in the Bible. The word lord occurs 
over 7,800 times. Where do you think God places the emphasis?  
 
Lord declares the position He holds in our lives, whereas Savior describes 
the work He’s done for us. We cannot partake of the benefit of His work 
unless we come under His position as Lord and King! 
(John Bevere) 
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Is Jesus Your King?  What does it mean to surrender to Jesus as King? 

 

 
 
What is the Kingdom? 
 
We cannot separate the Gospel from King Jesus and His kingdom, because it is 
the gospel of the kingdom! 
 

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the 
people.  Matthew 4:23 
 
 

The Greek word translated “kingdom” in our English Bibles is, “basilea.”  The 
word carries two, inter-related meanings:  
 

a) A rule or reign (i.e., authority and power) 
 
b) And the realm/region in which that rule and reign are exercised.   
 
Therefore, when we speak of the, “kingdom of God/Heaven” we mean the 
sphere in which God’s perfect will and way is being fully exercised.  This is the 
logic which is at work when Jesus calls us to pray, “Your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  
 
Heaven is the realm where God’s rule and reign (i.e. his power and authority) is 
both established and exercised without hindrance or interference.  When we 
pray, “your kingdom come”, we are asking for God’s ruling power to break-
forth/-into our present, earthly reality so that His will may be experienced as it is 
being experienced in Heaven.   
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What is the Gospel – Did We Get Salvation Right? 
 
Evangelical, New Testament scholar, Scot McKight, shares some very sobering 
words:  

I believe the word gospel has been hijacked by what we believe about 
“personal salvation,” and that the gospel itself has been reshaped to facilitate 

making “decisions.”  The result of this hijacking is that the word gospel no 
longer means in our world what it originally meant to either Jesus or the 

apostles.  (Dr. Scot McKnight) 
 

Our Typical, Contemporary Gospel Version: 
 

I make a decision to accept Jesus into my heart as my Savior, He forgives me, 
and one day I will get to go to heaven.  This is only a piece of the Gospel, and 
left to itself, this version sends us on a trajectory that is divorced from 
experiencing a transformed life.  You could say that this form of the gospel is a 
transportation version (i.e. I go to heaven) instead of a transformation version 
(heaven comes to me and changes me).    

 

 

 
 
 
The Word “Gospel” literally means: “Breaking News” (often translated, 
“Good News”).  Some background on the word … 
 

The Story of Caesar Octavious and the War Against Egypt:  
_____________________________________________________________ 
Battle of Actium (31 B.C.)                                                                 Coronation  
 
 
 

And Modern Day Example – The Battle at Normandy (WWII): 
_____________________________________________________________ 
D-Day (June 6, 1944)                                                          V-Day (May 6, 1945)       
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Jesus and the Gospel: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
4/3 B.C. – 30 A.D.                                                           Final Coming of Jesus  
 
The gospel is literally the good/breaking news that King Jesus and the kingdom 
of God have arrived to defeat the enemy and to begin the restoration and 
reconciliation of all things – in the words of Sam Frodo, “to make all things sad, 
untrue!” 
 
We live between a kingdom that has…come…and a kingdom…coming! 
 
Group Discussion: 
 
1) If Jesus is my King, what needs to change in my life? 

(Hint: home, workplace, neighborhood and church?)  
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________	

 

2) If the kingdom of God is real, what am I doing or not doing to make it real in 
my life? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

3) How has the teaching today challenged my understanding of the gospel? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________	
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Supplement: The Quality/Character of the Kingdom: 
 

The word used that most fully captures what the Kingdom is all about – it’s 
essence and substance – is:  Shalom. 
 

Shalom refers to a state of complete wholeness, where everything is in a right 
and healthy relationship with each other – a space/place of perfect and total 
peace and harmony.  No physical diseases, mental illnesses, broken 
relationships, damaged systems and structures, and natural disasters.  It’s where 
absolutely everything is as it should be – utopia in the fullest.  But because of 
the fall, shalom has been broken and shattered.  We are no longer “right” with 
ourselves internally, God, each other and with the world/creation around us.  
However, when Jesus arrived on the scene proclaiming the good news/arrival of 
God’s kingdom, the process of restoring shalom on earth began – and will 
continue until the return of Jesus when restoration of all things will be 
completed.  This is at the heart of Jesus’ kingdom mission: 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor.”  (Luke 4:18-19) 
 

 
And Jesus continues to fulfill His mission through the church powered by the 
Holy Spirit – this is the implication of Acts 1:1-2: 
 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.   
(What Luke wrote about Jesus in his gospel is what Jesus began to do – the 
implication is that he is continuing to do his kingdom mission through the 
church, as it evident throughout the book of Acts).       
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Daily Exercises: 
 
Day 1 Metaphors of/for the Kingdom 
 
In our lesson this week we learned that the Gospel is the Good News that King 
Jesus has inaugurated his kingdom to begin the healing of all things broken that 
will find its conclusion when Jesus returns.  Jesus taught about the kingdom 
using parables (word pictures).  Read the following parables and identify what 
these word pictures communicate regarding what the kingdom is and how we 
are to respond. 
  
31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the 
smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.” 33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like 
leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all 
leavened.”  Matthew 13:31-33 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  
Matthew 13:44 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 
46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it.  Matthew 13:45-46 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 2 Counterfeit Understandings and Responses to the Kingdom of 
God/Gospel 
	
Write down some of the highlights and insights from Jesus on the Way of the 
Kingdom: 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 and 23:1-39 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Luke 6:27-36 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

John 1:1-8 with John 20:21 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

John 17:16-19 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Days 3 & 4  Watch the the following video teaching: 
	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECMQ0Fn6Q0k  
Faith Forum 2012: Getting the Gospel Right with Scot McKnight 
 
Scot McKnight provides a historical overview of how our modern form of the 
gospel came to be.  As you listen to Scot, take note of any key insights you get 
from him.  Here are some questions to consider:  What surprised you in Scot’s 
presentation?  What’s missing in the 4 Spiritual Laws?   
 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Scot concludes that the modern gospel is a, “rhetorical bundle shaped by 
revivalists in order to precipitate a decision” and that, “decisions are inadequate 
to build a church.”  What is your response to these statements?  
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 


