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A friend shared an email with me about a vision 
a young man named Justin had recently. It 
was so relevant to who COGL is and what I 
believe God wants to say to the church today 

that I simply had to share it. The precepts it reveals are 
absolutely vital to ensuring the American Church thrives 
in this generation and those to come.

He writes - “I was in a room with the Lord and there was 
a table between us.  On the table there was a diagram of 
the electrical grid for a city.  It was a glowing rectangle 
with lines going vertically and horizontally.  I asked 
the Lord what it was and he said it was made up of the 
people of God in a city.  Each of the segments in the 
grid represented different churches in a city.  He showed 
me that in order for the grid to work properly and for 
the power to get to every part of the city, each of the 
segments (the churches) needed to be connected to the 
power source (Christ), but also to each other.  It was clear 
that if any of the segments weren’t connected to the oth-
ers, then that part of the city would go without power.  
I felt like God was showing me that in a sense, 
any church can be individually connected to 
God and that His power can be at work in them, 
but that the "power grid" God has designed is 
one where the churches are connected to one 
another.  The things God desires to do in a city (His 
power at work) cannot happen unless the churches are 
connected to one another.”– By Justin Reid our friend 
from The Furnace, East Lansing 

As I was reading this email for the first time, my spirit 
resounded with an enthusiastic amen! Repeatedly over 
the past seven years, COGL being founded in 2008, 
we’ve expressed the beautiful truth stated in Psalm 133, 
“How good and pleasant it is when God’s peo-
ple live together in unity! It is like precious oil 
poured on the head, running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the 
collar of his robe. It is as if the dew of Hermon 
were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord 
bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.” NIV

As privileged citizens of the great United States of 
America we often cling to the American Dream that an 
individual can make a way, cultivate an idea, envision 
the impossible and make it a reality all by oneself - but 
the truth is we can’t. It takes consumers willing to pur-
chase our products, partners willing to do their portion, 
friends open to sharing our ideas, and an invested few 
willing to take the risk and do the hard work.  Wikipedia 
defines the American Dream as “A set of ideals in which 
freedom includes the opportunity for prosperity and 
success, and an often upward social mobility for the 
family and children, achieved through hard work in a 
society said to have few barriers.”

As COGL President and founding member, I’ve had the 
privilege of working with over 210 regional church lead-
ers, most of whom are sacrificially living for Christ. 
However, it still surprises me when the occasional pul-
piteer clings to the American Dream mantra as the end 
game for believers as if prosperity, success, and upward 
social mobility definitively describe a Christian or a 
church who has “arrived!”  Anyone who has worked in 
the church knows that one must be fluent in politics to 
navigate and survive some church cultures. Is it possible 
that our red, white and blue bleeding hearts have tainted 
the fabric of our church DNA – so much so that we have 
become more concerned about our own kingdom’s - our 
congregational numbers, our buildings, our personal 
ministries, or even our next book or promotion - at 
the expense of expanding the Kingdom of God? There 
is a growing trend in the American Church where God 
is calling his leaders to relationally connect across de-
nominations and prayerfully collaborate to transform 
their cities WITH Christ! You may be thinking, how can 
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By Angela Austin

The Equity Equals radio show debuted 
on the Michigan Business Network 
(MBN) in January of 2014 with MBN founder 
Chris Holman as the first guest. Equity Equals is a pro-
duction of One Love Global Inc. purposed to celebrate 
nonprofit leaders and social entrepreneurs impacting 
Michigan’s double bottom-line. Angela Waters Austin 
serves as producer and host and is the founder, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of One Love Global, 
Inc., a non-profit corporation with a mission to build 
sustainable communities and revitalize urban centers 
to promote peace, justice, and opportunity for all chil-
dren. Angela’s background in media began in 1995 as 
co-host and associate producer of “Wisdom of Women,” 
a public affairs television show on WLAJ TV 53 in Lan-
sing, Michigan. 

One Love Global invited Church of Greater Lansing 
(COGL) to join the production team in the spring of 
2014 to more intentionally represent One Love Glob-
al’s faith-driven mission to have impact in three pil-
lars: Education, Leadership Development and Social 
Entrepreneurship. Last year, COGL coordinated and 
facilitated conversations with Pastor Terrance King 
(Kingdom Ministries) and Laura McMurtry (Michigan 
Office on Aging).  In the coming months, Equity Equals 
will feature new content produced in partnership with 
COGL. Stephanie Butler, President of COGL, was re-
cently in the Michigan Business Network studio to cast 
the vision for MultipliCITY, a monthly show that will 
celebrate “Innovators of Faith” throughout Michigan. 
The COGL production team also includes: Pastor 
Marvin Williams (Trinity Church, Lansing), Tony 
Conley, and Mike Winter (Christian Business Mens’s 
Connection).

Speaking of “Innovators of Faith”, did you know that 
COGL was created in response to a challenge put forth 
by City of Lansing Mayor’s Office for Community 
and Faith-based Initiatives?  Mayor Virg Bernero is 
also the champion of the My Brother’s Keeper (MBK) 
Challenge for the Lansing Metro Region, a federal-local 
partnership that aligns the best practices and assets 
of the public, private and nonprofit sector to improve 
outcomes for boys and young men of color and other 
disadvantaged youth. 

COGL is a core partner in the MY Lansing MBK Chal-
lenge in partnership with One Love Global Inc. which 
serves as a White House point of contact and convener 
of MY Lansing MBK. One Love Global is in partnership 
with Michigan Community Service Commission and 
Michigan Department of Education to build a statewide 
network of MBK communities across Michigan. MBK 
Michigan’s goal is to increase the number of local com-
munities adopting best practices and strategies to close 
gaps in child outcomes from birth to college, career and 
civic engagement. Equity Equals will be celebrating the 
great work of MBK municipal leaders and their partners 
in faith and community action.

To have your “innovation of faith” featured on MultipliCITY, 
contact COGL via the website: www.icogl.com. To learn 
more about One Love Global Inc, My Brother’s Keeper, 
and Equity Equals, contact us through our website:  www.
oneloveglobal.org http://www.michiganbusinessnetwork.com
/blog/author/equity-equals

one church transform an entire city? Well, quite frankly 
one church can’t, but together a handful of churches can! 
Prior to COGL’s inception, when approaching potential 
candidates, I heard leader after leader say things like, 
“It’s impossible!” “I don’t envy you, trying to get pastors 
to get along is a tough job.” “There’s no way you can get 
that many churches to work together.” Some even went 
so far to say, “It’s never going to work!” We can look 
back now and boldly proclaim, “With man this is impos-
sible, but with God all things are possible!” Matthew 
19:26 We are celebrating our seventh year of service 
to the churches in our region, and we haven’t gotten 
here on our own! It’s taken the investment of several 
years by key churches in our region including: Sanctuary 
Gate, Pilgrim Rest Baptist, Trinity Church, Mt. Hope, 
Kingdom Ministry Center, Vineyard Christian, New 
Covenant, Epicenter of Worship, Lansing COGIC, Spirit 
of Christ,  Lansing Breakthrough, I AM Ministries, and 
Eliezer Temple – to name a few. 

There were years invested in building trust, having con-
versations and praying together. And a multitude of 
time spent learning to listen in order to understand one 
another’s callings, passions and gift sets. It took effort, 
humility, consistency, prayer, perseverance, and a will-
ingness to work through perceived conflicts. It required 
all of us, each one bringing our portion, sharing our 

hearts, speaking the truth in love, and being willing to 
do menial tasks in service to the larger body of Christ!  
I am not going to say it was easy because it wasn’t but 
it’s been well worth it. I feel like we’ve been under the 
radar a bit, somewhat like a tsunami that gathers force 
under the surface of the water before crashing across 
the beach with prevailing waves. We are finally seeing 
a unity develop that transcends denomination, race, 
gender, and generations.  We are realizing we truly are 
one spiritual body in our city and we are learning how 
to function in unity without compromising our personal 
convictions or blurring our primary passions. It’s been 
a beautiful journey of discovering how the church can 
function together in a city and how being connected to 
one another brightens our segment of the power grid 
and strengthens our witness. Perhaps you are on a jour-
ney, or being called to begin one. Who is God calling you 
to connect with? You don’t have to journey alone; we’ve 
been created to travel together! So Plug In to the Uni-
fied Christian networks in your city, and watch 
the Lord light you on fire for Him! As we unite 
we are built  up into the fullness of Him who is 
the head, as iron sharpens iron - everybody wins 
and God gets the glory!

“Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all share the one loaf.” 1Corinthians 10:17 NIV

Neighbor Sunday • April 24th

The purpose of I LOVE MY CITY is to seek the peace 
and prosperity of our great city! 

What would it look like to have every business, every neighborhood, every church loving 
Lansing on a single day of the year? How could our city be impacted if once a year 

we all labor for our neighbors together! More info at lovemycitylansing.org 
COGL  l  5



What would you cite as our most urgent 
social problem? One could argue, very 
convincingly, that it is the breakdown of 
the family. It may be politically incorrect 

to say it, but it's true - when children are separated from 
one or both parents, human flourishing is severely 
diminished. In June of 1965, President 
Lyndon Johnson said, "The family is the 
cornerstone of our society. More than 
any other force it shapes the attitude, 
the hopes, the ambitions, and the val-
ues of the child. And when the family 
collapses, it is the children that are 
usually damaged. When it happens on 
a massive scale the community itself is 
crippled."

It's been over 50 years since President 
Johnson spoke those prophetic words, but they still 
ring true today. Year after year, our community lead-
ers struggle to solve persistent problems such as pov-
erty, crime, substance abuse and poor educational 
outcomes. These problems cause not only great human 
pain and suffering, but they also negatively affect our 

freedom and limit our economic potential.
There is one central trend that is driving each of these 
problems - the fragmentation of the family. This core 
issue must be addressed if we are serious about secur-
ing a healthy future for the next generation. Indeed, 
the decline of the family has played a significant role in 

virtually every major social problem fac-
ing our state. It also drives the growth of 
government programs which often lead to 
dependency. Furthermore, the redefini-
tion of the family threatens to dramati-
cally change the meaning of marriage 
and negatively impact our fundamental 
freedoms. 

Today, 43 percent of all children are 
born outside the boundaries of tra-

ditional marriage; divorce rates remain high, 
while marriage rates are at historic lows. In 
Michigan, almost 50 percent of first births are 
born to unwed parents. These are the statistics that 
are producing unprecedented numbers of children with-
out traditional and/or committed fathers. 

So, in light of these facts, what can be done? At Michi-
gan Family Forum, we believe that public policy should 
always be on the side of promoting healthy families.  
Long term solutions must start with actively working 
to strengthen the family, while safeguarding religious 
liberty and affirming vulnerable life and parental rights. 
As we strive for these general policy goals, we can also 
take action locally. 

First, we can graciously stand for the simple truth that 
every child has a mother and a father. As a community, 
we should strive to see more children raised in homes 
with a mom and a dad. Society functions best when par-
ents commit themselves to one another, and jointly to 
their child. Children thrive when they are able to receive 
the unique, irreplaceable contributions of mothers and 
fathers.

Second, we can talk with friends and family about the 
ongoing deconstruction of marriage. In light of the 
recent Supreme Court decision, society will soon be 
challenged to recognize a variety of relationships as 
"marriages." If the purpose of marriage is simply to 

recognize the love of two people, how can we reasonably 
deny the love of three or more people? The same argu-
ments made in the first wave of marriage redefinition 
will be used again to further deconstruct marriage. We 
must oppose this trend.

Third, we must protect religious freedom and conscience 
rights. In many communities across the nation, courts 
have elevated sexual freedom over religious freedom. 
Many cases have been documented involving faith based 
adoption agencies, small business owners and licensed 
professionals. We need to be clear - religious freedom 
is for everyone and protecting religious liberty ben-
efits everyone, even though we may disagree with one 
another's deeply held convictions. Free and flourishing 
societies affirm freedom of speech and protect freedom 
of conscience. We must preserve these freedoms for 
future generations.

Fourth, church and civic leaders should continue to 
engage in public dialogue about the importance of the 
family. If our leaders model civility and respect in all con-
versations, reasonable people will follow their example. 
We should respectfully communicate our concerns with 
our community leaders and offer constructive solutions, 
regardless of the opposition.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we need to be 
rebuilding a culture that honors and affirms marriage. 
We can start by helping to launch or enhance local mar-
riage ministries in our churches and communities. If our 
own marriages are healthy & enduring, we can serve as 
mentors for other couples. Churches and faith leaders 
can help rebuild a strong "marriage culture" by work-
ing together at the community level to strengthen and 
promote God's design for marriage.

This should be our shared goal - to take action, at the 
state and community level, to strengthen Michigan's 
families. Working together, with God's help and guid-
ance, we can rebuild a culture of marriage and preserve 
our freedoms for future generations! 

"Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works within us, to Him be the glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations 
forever and ever. Amen." 
Ephesians 3:20-21

Triangle of Truisms By:  Brad Snavely 
Michigan Family Forum

  This triangle of truisms, of father, mother and child, cannot be destroyed; 
it can only destroy those civilizations which disregard it.    - G.K. Chesterton
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I read a great blog post this spring from the Disney 
Institute. It was on the difference between your 
mission versus your purpose. Your mission is what 
you do. Your purpose is why you do it. Purpose 

inspires change. Purpose can never be fully realized, 
thus we never stop stimulating change and progress. 
Purpose asks the question: Why are we here?

This spring the ministry staff of 95.3 Shine.FM really 
dove into defining our purpose. We have an established 
mission and vision, but we looked deeper as to why we 
are here. We came to this conclusion: We are to here 
to transform through collaboration. We then spent a 
morning listing all of our collaborations. From there, 
we condensed those collaborations down to eight. 

When I first heard about the Church of Greater 
Lansing (COGL), I was joyfully surprised and ex-
cited to see churches and organizations working 
together to transform a city with Christ. It is the 
ultimate transformation through collaboration! I’ve 
never seen anything like this.

Last fall I was able to attend my first COGL event, fol-
lowed by my first COGL Summit earlier this year. Both 
events were filled with cutting edge ministry tools for 
the 21st century. The fellowship and networking among 
the pastors and ministry leaders truly shows we are here 
to make a difference in Lansing together! 

Business consultants Warren Bennis and Patricia 
Biederman argue that the mantle of leadership belongs 
not to extraordinary individuals, but to people working 
together in teams. This is what COGL is all about!

In a society as complex and technologically sophisti-
cated as ours, the most urgent projects require the 
coordinated contributions of many talented people. 
Whether the task is building a global business or dis-
covering the mysteries of the human brain, one person 
can't hope to accomplish it, however gifted or energetic 
he or she may be. There are simply too many problems 
to be identified and solved, too many connections to 
be made. And yet, even as we make the case for col-
laboration, we resist the idea of collective creativity. 
Our mythology refuses to catch up with our reality. We 
cling to the myth of the Lone Ranger, the romantic idea 
that great things are usually accomplished by a larger-
than-life individual working alone. Despite the evidence 
to the contrary, we still tend to think of achievement 
in terms of the Great Man or Great Woman, instead of 
the Great Group.”*

Even the Lone Ranger did not work alone. He has his 
faithful team member, Tonto. We can do so much more 
together! Let’s transform Lansing with Christ together! 
Join us at the next COGL Summit. 

*"Organizing Genius: The Secrets of Creative Collaboration," by 
Warren Bennis and Patricia Ward Biederman

Ending up on FOX News was not on my to do list. 
But sometimes God puts us intocircumstances 
that lead to unexpected places.

Last spring, I took my daughter to the doctors, where 
a sign indicated a new policy was in place, requiring a 
private conversation between a nurse and all 12 – 17 
year olds coming for an appointment. I asked what this 
was about and was told that each child between those 
ages would be told that he/she was entitled to privacy 
and that anything said to the medical staff would re-
main confidential – parents would not be informed of 
the conversation or even if a conversation took place.

That seemed crazy to me. I’m the mom; if something is 
going on, then the medical staff and I should partner 
together to help my child. But in this new-world sce-
nario, it was made crystal clear that I was potentially 
the problem and that the doctors and nurses would 
know best how to care for my child. I politely told the 
office administrator that we wouldn’t participate in 
such a conversation, and when we got home from the 
appointment, I wrote about the encounter on my blog. 

I was completely unprepared for the storm that followed.

My post was shared thousands of times. Local and na-
tional news shows picked it up. Our story was writ-
ten about on hundreds of websites and I was asked 
to appear on television and radio shows. So early one 

Saturday morning last June, I found myself in a televi-
sion studio, microphone on my shirt, earpiece in my 
ear, staring into a television camera, waiting to an-
swer Tucker Carlson’s rapid-fire questions on FOX and 
Friends. As I sat listening for my cue, I marveled that a 
blog post from an unknown author could make its way 
across the country and land her in the hot seat. After 
all, I’m no spokesperson and I’m certainly not someone 
who makes the rounds of cable news interview shows. 
I’m a stay-at-home mom. I go to church, drive carpool 
and struggle to keep my house clean. I’m your average, 
normal, everyday person.

But then it hit me: average, normal, everyday 
people make stuff happen if they’re willing to get 
involved.

No one is born an activist. There’s no crusader gene 
that comes with our birth. No doctor, upon delivering a 
baby, declares, “It’s an activist!” No, we’re not born into 
political and cultural engagement. But over the course 
of our lives, God places us in situations where we can 
either speak His truth or remain silent. We’re all given 
those opportunities. Maybe it’s the chance to stop a 
gossip during a family reunion. Maybe it’s the chance 
to tell someone the truth about abortion. Maybe it’s 
the chance to run for elected office.  Or maybe it’s the 
chance to write a blog post.

That’s why I was sitting in that television studio. Be-
cause I wanted to let other parents know that health 
care providers did not have the right to separate parents 
from their children during appointments. I wanted 
other parents to know that someone else said, “No, you 
won’t speak to my child about intensely personal issues 
like premarital sex and birth control without my per-
mission.” I wanted, no, I needed, people to know they 
weren’t alone in their efforts to raise their children the 
way they believe the Lord is asking them to do.
Many people thanked me for my post and interviews. It 
was gratifying to hear that our experience was encour-
aging other parents to take seriously their God-given 
responsibilities.

I’d love to tell you all the responses I got were sunshine 
and roses. I’d love to say each person who reported on 
our story got the facts right, and even if they disagreed, 
were respectful in their disagreement. But then, I’d also 
love to tell you I’ve developed the cure for the common 
cold… 

The Lone Ranger 
  Wasn’t Alone THE POWER 

OF ONE VOICE
By: Christy Duffy

Brian Utter - Shine FM
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The fall-out from my post was anything but a pot of 
gold at the end of a rainbow. While Tucker Carlson was 
polite, as were many who commented on my personal 
blog, others who wrote about our experience were, well, 
let’s just say, they were not. Some who disagreed were 
downright vicious. I was called everything from a he-
licopter parent, to a control-freak, to a narcissist. And 
those are just some of the names I can print here. 

It was not a fun few weeks because for a time, the nega-
tive backlash outweighed the positive. But as my hus-
band reminded me, the right path, while often bumpy, 
is still the right path. My daughter, the one at the center 
of the story, hated the whole experience. She 
felt like everyone was talking about her. But 
despite her discomfort, she said we were 
doing the right thing by letting others 
know what could potentially happen 
at a doctor’s office.

That’s one of the benefits of stand-
ing up for truth, isn’t it? It’s an en-
couragement to others so they can 
stand up, too. When we speak about 
things God cares about, either in our 
families, or churches or within our 
communities, we are not only speak-
ing truth, but we’re encouraging others to speak truth 
as well. Getting people to think and talk about God’s 
truth is the first step towards encouraging people to 
act on God’s truths. 

But what does that look like for the average Christian? It 
can look different for everyone. Let’s take the abortion 
issue. Perhaps you’re chatting with your neighbor and 
he brings up something related to politics. He says, “I 
wish we could just stop talking about abortion. It’s the 
law of the land, so people should just drop it.” At that 
moment you have a choice: do you simply change the 
subject? Or do you speak for those who can’t speak for 
themselves. You don’t have to be confrontational; just 
speak the truth in love. Tell your neighbor that we must 
fight to end it because each abortion kills someone. 
Perhaps you’re a gifted writer. You could write a letter to 
the editor, explaining the importance of repealing Roe 
V. Wade. You could write to your elected representatives 
in both Washington and Lansing. No need to be snarky; 
just write the truth in love.

Writing’s not your thing, but picking up the phone to 
call a state representative may be. If you don’t know, 
politely ask her position on abortion, then politely tell 
her yours. No need to call names or be nasty. Just lov-
ingly tell her that abortion kills children and that we are 
called by God to protect innocent life.

Perhaps you don’t feel equipped for public speaking or 
writing. Does that mean you don’t have a way to speak 
up? Nope – you have a very important way, called the 
ballot box. It is our responsibility as Christians to edu-
cate ourselves on our potential representatives and pro-
posed legislation. And it’s our duty to vote. If Christians 
disengage from the public square, we cannot be sur-

prised when politicians don’t represent us. We 
cannot give up on the political process. 

We must vote what we believe. Sitting 
idly by is not an option for the Christian.

Now that nearly a year has passed since 
the doctor’s visit, I’ve asked myself a 
dozen times if I’d still have written 
what I did, knowing what was going to 
happen. Despite all the name-calling, I 
have to say yes. Lots of other parents 
were interested in the information and 
were glad to hear they had options. 
After reading my post, they knew of 

at least one mom who said no to such a “requirement” 
at the doctor’s office. And it gave some people the cour-
age to say they wouldn’t stand by as the doctor’s office 
attempted an end-run on their parental authority.

That’s why I wrote my post. Because as a Christian, I 
know the Lord has entrusted my children’s care to me. It 
is my responsibility to teach and train them and to select 
who will speak to them about moral issues. And given 
the opportunity, it’s also my responsibility to speak up 
on important matters and encourage other believers 
to do the same. Because the average, normal, everyday 
Christians are the ones who get stuff done when we’re 
willing to speak truth.

“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will 
not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. 
Not to act is to act.”  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

First, why? Two of the many startling statistics on 
pastors from the Francis A. Schaeffer Institute 
of Church Leadership Development help us an-
swer this question. Fifteen hundred (1500) pas-

tors leave the ministry each month due to moral failure, 
spiritual burnout, or contention in their churches. Focus 
on the Family statistics (http://www.parsonage.org/) 
state that 70% of pastors do not have close personal 
friends, and no one in whom to confide.

So, how did we get started helping pastors with building 
high-trust relationships? As with all journeys, it begins 
with a single step. Our journey began on October 19 for 
three days at the first annual COGL Pastors’ Retreat. A 
very eclectic and diverse group of 22 senior pastors from 
at least five different denominations gathered together 
at Michindoh – 45% Caucasian, 40% African-American, 
including mixed and Latino, both male and female. These 
pastors shepherd churches with congregations from 10 
to 10,000 and everything in-between.

Jessie Still, Senior Leader with Spirit of Christ Church, 
posted on Facebook: "Bunking in cabins, sharing meals 
together; exposing weaknesses, and becoming friends. 
Getting beyond the surface and loving one another. 
Leaders with 'Big' churches, 'small' churches. Brand-new 
leaders and well-seasoned leaders. With walls down, 
hearts open, and walking together. 

I feel like this is the kind of group that turns a city 
upside down for the Kingdom of God! 

(Acts 17:6). Proud and blessed to walk with giants of 
the faith in this time and place."
 
So, what does it look like to be with others where you’re 
not afraid about you being you? Seeing your fears, weak-
nesses, failures and inadequacies as opportunities to 
invite others into your life? The truth is we all have 
fears and insecurities. If we have a pulse, we have issues. 
What does it feel like knowing and believing that your 
weaknesses and inadequacies will not be used against 
you – and even strengthen you and your ministry while 
bringing glory to God? Tall order? Yes, but that’s exactly 
what the Holy Spirit did with us.

So, how did it happen? Short answer: It was simple 
yet difficult. Simple because we know living this way is 
biblical. This is exactly how God designed the body 
of Christ to work, entrusting ourselves with one an-
other. We learned together what 1 Peter 5:5-6 says: 
“Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one 
another, for God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” “Humble yourselves, therefore, under 
the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 
may exalt you.” This describes as a way of life, where 
relationships of trust and environments of grace are 
established, and humility, obedience and vulnerability 
are practiced with one another. This is difficult because 
it requires trust. “The best way to find out if you can 
trust somebody is to trust them” (Ernest Hemingway).

How is COGL Helping Pastors 
Build High-Trust Relationships? 
By Scott Rolff WITH Dennis Moore 
(Ministry Coaching, Multiplying Disciples)
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 A key to our time together was identifying and ex-
ploring our own personal fears, struggles, and issues 
we face as pastoral leaders in groups of three to four. 
Through a series of brief teachings, many dialogues, 
personal covenants of silence, meal conversations and 
plenty of tears and laughter, we experienced being 
“vulnerable” by being real and sharing what God was 
stirring in our hearts. Pastors were introduced to the 
art of asking questions to open the heart as an effective 
means to building high-trust relationships with one 
another and practiced question asking with each other. 
They got vulnerable, confessed weaknesses, prayed 
together, worshipped, shared communion and partici-
pated in foot washings.

Jessie Still also shared on Facebook: “ Wow! Is this 
real life?” “Major leaders in our city, all together 
in one place, seeking God's heart and desiring 
His Kingdom?!” 

Walls are coming down. We had silent times alone 
where God was speaking powerfully as well. Pray for 
grace and strategy to walk all this out. Friendships 
formed leaders in unity. It was amazing what we saw 
God do right before our eyes, and the transformation 
that [can take] place in the weeks and months to fol-
low.” 

If you’d like to hear more how living this way can affect 
your family, contact Pastor Sean Holland, Epicenter of 
Worship and/or Pastor Kevin Shoemaker, Capital City 
Vineyard Church.

If you’d like help building high-trust relationships 
with your family, friends and other leaders, come 
and begin the journey WITH other pastors at the 
annual COGL Pastors’ Retreat. Disciplemaking is 
RELATIONSHIPS! workshop in the spring, ask an-
other pastor to come WITH you.

We leave you with this about being who you are: “One of 
the biggest surprises in this research [on vulnerability 
and shame] was learning that fitting in and belonging 
are not the same thing. In fact, fitting in is one of the 
greatest barriers to belonging. Fitting in is about as-
sessing a situation and becoming who you need to be 
in order to be accepted. Belonging, on the other hand, 
doesn’t require us to change who we are; it requires us 
to be who we are.”  Brené Brown, Daring Greatly: How 
the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We 
Live, Love, Parent, and Lead.

Join the Greater Lansing area 
churches and businesses as we...

• Friday, November 20th –     
  “Kickoff” at Silver Bells
• Sunday, December 6th – 
  Give generously towards Love    
  Lansing: Christmas
• Saturday, December 12th – 
    Serve the Spiritually Lost and 
  Physically Forgotten in a single 
  day of collective Service
• Friday, December 18 – 
  Celebrate the story of the 
  Sent Savior

Questions on how to partner?
517-492-1864 or lovelansing2015@gmail.com

Check us out at lovelansing.net!

Critical Dates:“Involve the community 
actively in the 

Ongoing Story of a 
Sent Savior to the Sent Savior to the 
Spiritually Lost or 

Physically Forgotten of 
Greater Lansing at 

Christmas.”

COGL hosts catalytic events each year to connect churches 
to each other to fellowship, pray, celebrate, grow and 
collaborate to meet the needs of the precious people living 
in our communities.  We limit our events to ensure time and 
space for churches to continue doing the work to which 
they have been called.
  

Monthly Prayer
Register @ coglprayer.eventbrite.com  9 a.m., Third Tues. of 
each month. COGL: 1820 Sunset Ave., Ste. 104 Lansing, MI 

Pastor Summits
May 17, Sept. 20 • Our Pastors’ Summits provide a unique 
opportunity for regional pastors and christian leaders to fellowship 
and explore ways they can collaborate to Transform Lansing WITH 
Christ! Register @ coglsummits.eventbrite.com 

Retreat
2016: Nov. 6 - 8 • 2017 Date: Nov. 4 - 6
Register@Coglpastorsretreat.eventbrite.com 
Regional Conference 
2016 - Feb. 27 • 2017 Date: Feb. 25
Register @ multiplyconference.eventbrite.com

Unified Serve
2016: Sun. Apr. 24, • 2017 Date: Apr. 30 I Love My City - 
Churches or Volunteers Register @ lovemycitylansing.org

Donate
Thank you for your part in Transforming Lansing WITH Christ!
Donate Online @ donatecogl.eventbrite.com (Please help us by 
noting the donation area in the memo of your check.) 
or Mail to: 1820 Sunset Ave., Ste. 102 Lansing, MI 48917

Kingdom Partners & Sponsors
We deeply value both our Kingdom Partners  & Sponsors! We recognize 
that no one congregation, organization, or agency will be able to 
transform a city and its surrounding communities alone.  Kingdom 
Partners: Kingdom Ministry Center, New Covenant Christian, City 
Rescue Mission, Pilgrim Rest Baptist, Trinity Church, Capital City 
Vineyard, Spirit of Christ Church, and Sanctuary Gate Church, 
HOPE Scholarship, Epicenter Of Worship, I Am Ministries, Smile FM, 
Christian Coalition Of Michigan, Church of Elohim, Media Messengers 
Sponsors: CBMC, Dean Transportation, Great Lakes Christian 
College, Shine FM, Mt. Hope Church, Trinity A.M.E, Coaching MD, 
Michigan District of Nazarene, Okemos Family Chiropratic

Volunteer
Interested in Volunteering at a COGL Event? The various COGL 
events require a faithful army of volunteers to make them successful. 
If you are interested in volunteering, we would be honored to have 
you serve with us. You are a gift from God and we cannot transform 
our city without your help! iCOGL.com/contact/ to join our COGL 
Volunteer Team.

LOOKING
AHEAD COGL Events
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We can only truly answer this question if we carefully examine the 
life of Jesus in the Gospels. As we’ve been doing WITH others for 
many years, we're humbled by the simplicity and intentionality 
of the way of life Jesus lived WITH others.

We’ve been asked to share with you some 
of what we’ve been learning together and 
how we’ve been living what we call the 
simplicity of a Jesus-like disciple making 

way of life WITH others. We’d all agree that Jesus was 
payment for our sins, but many have no idea that he 
also gave us a pattern for living our lives. That’s where 
a chronological study of the Gospels and some disciple 
making friends like Dave & Rennie Garda and Dann 
Spader comes in, helping us along the way.

Our examination has revealed to us that Jesus’ disciple 
making way of life was marked by simplicity and inten-
tionality. His intentionality focused on relationships–
being WITH others. We see time and time again how 
Jesus chose friendships over activity. In fact, there are 
more stories in the Gospels about Jesus being WITH 
the Twelve than with any other group of people. Why 
is that? We’re learning that Jesus chose to train, equip 
and be friends WITH a few (The Twelve) so they could 
impact the many. We notice that this “follow and fish” 

way of life WITH Jesus was a life lived WITH others, not 
alone. Mark shares in his Gospel that: 13 Jesus went up 
on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, 
and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve that they 
might be with him and that he might send them out to 
preach. 15 and to have authority to drive out demons 
(Mark 3:13-15 NIV).

Jesus-like disciple making creates multiplication 
not addition. Luke shares in Acts that: 13 When they 
saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they 
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished 
and they took note that these men had been with Jesus 
(Acts 4:13 NIV). The disciple making genius of Jesus lies 
in his being WITH the Twelve and them being WITH 
Him.

Living the simplicity of a Jesus-like disciple making way 
of life WITH others is not easy but it is simple. Simple in 
that it’s a life of helping others to help others love God, 
love people, and make disciple makers together. We see 
an often missed connection between Jesus commanding 
us to love God and love others (Greatest Command-
ment) and his command instructing us to be WITH 
others helping them to help others love God and love 
people (Great Co-mission).  

 Matthew shares in his Gospel (22:34-39): 34 Hearing 
that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested 
him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the great-
est commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: Mat-
thew shares in his Gospel (22:34-39): 34 Hearing that 
Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got to-
gether. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him 
with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.' "

Matthew also shares in (28:16-20): 16 Then the eleven 
disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they wor-
shiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

The "not easy” or difficulty in living this way of life is 
the dying to self part that Jesus spoke of often WITH 
His disciples. The transition from living a life of “me” 

to living a life of “we” is necessary to make disciples 
Jesus’ way.

So, what does living the simplicity of a Jesus-like 
disciple making way of life look like? 

Well, it looks like leaning on the Holy Spirit for the 
power (we need the Spirit’s help) to live in true mu-
tual community WITH others. True mutual community 
(Matthew 4:19, 18:20; Acts 2:42-47) looks like cultivat-
ing friendships WITH a few others (Mark 3:14; John 
3:22) where both inflow and overflow are shared–both 
giving and receiving help with loving God and loving 
people. These friendships help increase one another's 
passion for studying Scripture to know and love God 
(Matthew 22:36-38; Mark 12:30-31), prayerfulness 
about everything (Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17), 
loving extravagantly (John 4:11-12, 19; 13:1) and living 
life as worship (Colossians 3:17, 23). This doesn’t hap-
pen in a classroom; it happens in our family rooms and 
anywhere we are. Why? Because churches don’t make 
disciples, Jesus-like disciple makers make disciples. 
The role of churches is to support and not hinder their 
people from living this way.

If you’d like to experience Jesus-like disciple making, 
come and be WITH us in one of our weekly Disciple 
making Learning Communities. Or a monthly Lead-
ership Learning Community. Or, we invite you to be 
WITH us at our next “Disciple making is Relationships” 
learning experience right here in Lansing on September 
19, where you can be trained and equipped to begin 
the journey of Jesus-like disciple makers WITH a few 
of your friends.

We leave you with this: 
"The fullest expression of spiritual leader-ship is 
living the simplicity of a Jesus-like disciple making 
way of life.” – Bill Allison

* We’ve used two resources to help us study Jesus’ life: 
The Harmony of the Gospels and The Merged Gospels. 

Are We Making Disciples Like JESUS DID? 
By: Dennis Moore With Scott Rolff (Ministry Coaching, Multiplying Disciples)
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I want to ask you a question that should be a 
piece of cake for one such as you: "What is 
a Christian, a true Christian?"  Be careful, 
however, the answer may not be as easy as 

you, at first, believe.

There are billions of people on this planet that believe 
they are Christians yet there are, at least, thirty to fifty 
thousand different definitions they will give as to what 
a Christian really is.  Notice I did not say 2 or 3 defini-
tions, I said thirty to fifty THOUSAND. Is it any surprise 
that people are confused as to what a "True Christian" is?

To one person, you must be a member of XYZ Church to 
be a true, heaven bound child of God, to another, "Chris-
tian" is not so much what you believe as it is what you 
do not believe. For example, some believe you must not 
accept the Theory of Evolution, the Big Bang Theory, an 
Old Earth, or virtually any other scientific theory to be 
in the glory bound train. There are thousands of other 

possible definitions as well. Why so many? Is it possible 
that we have taken God's prerogative away from Him 
and begun to replace it with human thought?  Could 
it be that we have made man the arbiter of who is and 
who is not a Christian, rather than God? 

God sees things differently, however, and I invite you 
to look at His definition.  For example, He looked at 
Rahab, the working whore, described in Joshua 2 and 
He declared her to be heaven bound!  Notice the way 
she is described in Hebrews 11:31: "By faith the harlot 
Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe...." 
Imagine that, not a repentant whore, a working one! 
Read and study Joshua 2 and you will see what I mean. 
And, while we are on this subject, with Rahab fresh on 
our minds, is it really too far out to consider that God 
would love and accept all peoples based on that same 
trust factor - Christ’s finished work? Even Gays? Per-
haps we can consider that in a later article? 

To God, Saul of Tarsus, who killed Christians and was 
thus a common murderer is justified. Notice he was on 
his way to Damascus to "arrest" more Christians and 
to kill them, he was not repentant of his sins, he was 
proud of them when God met up with him and brought 
salvation to him and his house. Read the whole account 
in Acts 9. God loved him! And, God took pity upon him 
as He does on us.

Doesn’t it teach in the Scriptures that “all have sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God?” That means no 
one is perfect and does right all or even most of the 
time! God saves wicked mankind; He does not wait for 
us to become perfect or to straighten out our acts to 
become worthy. In Romans 4:3, it says that Abraham 
believed God and it was credited to him as righteous-
ness. This means, not that Abraham did right, but that 
he trusted God and what He said and it counted as if 
he did what was right!

When you read Romans, you are bound to realize that 
trust in God is the most important character quality 
that we can possess. When you look at the question 
from a human perspective, however, we always end up 
emphasizing our effort as the most important element 
- "Do right and you go to heaven, or do wrong and you 
go to hell!"

So the big question is… Does God decide who is 
justified or is it, as many have believed for centuries, 
that man makes that critical decision?

The answer to this question is critical. If Romans 10:13 
is believed, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.”  Salvation is not a matter of what 
you have done, but who you have trusted. However, if 
this does not quite satisfy us, we are in danger of mis-
representing the heart of God. 

In an attempt to help us define what a “real Christian” 
is we have invented another word “orthodoxy.” De-
veloped from Greek roots, this word literally means 
“the true opinion”. Its first use was in the fifth century 
A.D. when it was decided that the real Christian is one 
who holds the true opinions about all things relating 
to Christ. In other words, some man or group of men 
decided that the greatest “sin” was to think wrong-
fully and therefore badly. Imagine that! Actually it may 
make all the sense in the world to you. But, though this 
may make perfect sense to you, I am convinced that it 
never, ever, entered God’s mind to think such a thing. 
A Christian is not one who is smart enough to think 
all the right thoughts.  You do not have to have an IQ 
above 100 to be a good Christian. A Christian is one 
who puts his trust in Jesus Christ as Lord of his life. 
Intelligence actually has nothing to do with this faith 
or trust. Nor is a Christian determined by what church 
he belongs to or how many other people accept him as 
legitimate. Each one of us answers to the one true God 
and to none other, "For, whoever calls upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10:13)

 So then, why do Christians dislike one another?  Why 
do churches avoid one another and seek to be separated 
from one another?  Doesn’t Jesus declare that we are 
one? In John 17:21 and following, He declares it and 
pleads for it.  We are all brothers (and sisters) in the 
Lord. We are not related because we agree or because 
we all look alike!  

We are brothers and sisters for one reason. It is 
because we all have the same Father – ABBA God 
is His name!  

Instead of us applauding that fact, however, we do ev-
erything in our power to show that we are the true 
Christians, and that all the other disciples are fakes and 
charlatans. Fakes and charlatans because they have the 
audacity to think wrongfully about God or His system 
or His Son, Jesus or about the Holy Spirit, or about the 
correct interpretation of the Bible, etc, etc, etc.  It seems 
that the one thing we cannot tolerate is stupid Chris-
tians. And, all the other groups are stupid so they are 

unacceptable.  As we have already mentioned, we have 
a word for that. It is orthodoxy, which can be defined 
as having “the accepted (or correct) view.”

But I have a word for you, a very important word. God 
does not call us to all think alike. He does not order 
us to all have the same intellectual tools. His desire 
for us is not that we are all fair haired, intelligent, and 
in agreement. Heaven is not going to be populated by 
just the brightest and the best. There are going to be 
a lot of stupid people there. WHAT?  Yes, that’s what 
I said, whether you like it or not, there are going to be 
a lot of stupid people in heaven. If you need further 
clarification, I am talking about people like you and 
me. Yes, I know you are caught up in the importance 
of intelligence, and right thinking, and orthodoxy and 
all that. But all that is only evidence of our stupidity 
not really of someone else’s.  We have it all wrong. You 
are not saved by your smartness or by your being 
in the right church, or because you believe in the 
right things.

That is not to say, however, that God is totally easy. 
Although, Jesus did say something very much like 
that, didn’t He?  “Come unto me all ye that are weak 
and heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and My burden is light”. (Matt 11:28-30) 
But even though He is easy, He does demand one thing 
from you. There is one quality that God demands we all 
have. It’s not that you think right on baptism, or church 
polity, or whether you got it right on your racial views, 
or the day of the week you worshipped, or even if you 
missed it on the subject of evolution, etc. I know you 
want to know what this "must have" quality is so I am 
going to tell you – You must be a truster in God. (That's 
just another way of describing a believer.)  I mean a real 
100% truster in the power of our Creator. You must 
have lived believing God will and that He has taken care 
of your every need.  

There you have it. Or, in God's own words, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoso-
ever believes in Him shall not die, but will have ever-
lasting life. (John 3:16) It's not what you know, or how 
much you know or how right you are about any or all 
subjects. It's all about how much you trust your God 
to take care of your destiny.

By:  Elmer Cox
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On February 2016, COGL and the Michigan 
District Nazarenes will collaborate on the 
3rd Annual Multiply Conference, uniting two 
events, COGL’s “Multiply” and the Nazarene 

“Missions In America” conferences. For two years now, 
the events have run parallel to each other, sharing speak-
ers, and last year, sharing expenses. This next edition 
of the city-wide conference welcomes Nazarenes from 
south-central & western Michigan to participate, thus 
avoiding the ongoing duplication.

Question:  Why would a distinctive denomination, 
like the Church of the Nazarene, be interested in this 
merging of events with COGL?  Nazarenes have begun 
to embrace renewed emphasis on the Kingdom of God 
that was central to their post-Civil War emergence in the 
American Holiness Movement as a denomination.  Naza-
renes are not alone in this awakening. Even missional 
author Alan Hirsch recently suggested that denomina-
tions today need to rethink how they hold themselves 
in a post-modern society where institutional loyalty is 
quickly disappearing.

Precedent:  In the ancient, cosmopolitan city of 
Corinth, the early church faced a notable divisive chal-
lenge. A spirit of competition rallying around the lead-
ership personalities of Paul, Peter, and Apollos had 
introduced toxic attitudes, partisan relationships, and 
distractions from mission. Paul confronted this un-
healthy trend in one of the clearest descriptions of col-
laboration in the church in I Corinthians 3.
His twin conclusions are 1) “… we are God’s fellow work-
ers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” (v.9) and 2) “…
all are yours, and you are of Christ… (v.22-23), reflect-
ing the “all things in common” reality of the Church in 
JerusalemWhere duplication and division exists there 

is an opportunity for collaboration (“laborers together 
for God”), expressing our unity in diversity.

Modern Context:  Consumerism in the church has 
insidiously forwarded the “church of choice” objective as 
local churches seek to fulfill their organizational promise 
in their communities. The unintended consequence has 
been to fortify the pervading sense of competition that 
heritage and doctrinal differences between churches 
already tend to generate. This makes sincere “collabora-
tion” more difficult.

Insight:  The Church of the Nazarene recognized early 
the unifying dynamic of the Church of Greater Lansing 
initiative. Former Lansing SouthNaz senior pastor, Dr. 
Larry McKain, an international authority on church de-
velopment, helped to reintroduce the biblical Kingdom 
principle of church extension and disciple-making on a 
multiplication platform.

Dr. McKain championed twin concepts that work to-
gether to transform cities for Christ under the banner 
of “One Church, Many Locations.” The first concept is 
missionally foundational:  “It takes all kinds of new 
churches to reach all kinds of people.”  Will Man-
cini recommends, as an alternative to “church of choice”, 
the objective of discovering and developing the unique 
contribution that each local church can make to its com-
munity.  The City of Lansing is home to more than 500 
churches, seemingly enough to reach a population of 
300,000. Yet within the shadow of those steeples, there 
are thousands (60%) who will never darken the door of 
a church building.  These, as one writer quipped, are the 
“people Jesus misses most”. Something more must be 
done than duplicating the same expensive “needs-based” 
programming of local churches to reach them. As a way 

Moving from ‘Church of Choice’ to ‘Church of Unique Contribution’ to the Kingdom of God”
By: Mark Montgomery

to address this gap, Dr. McKain’s second concept re-
lated to “One Church, Many Locations” moves the 
local church closer to daily life of the lost:  literally, 
“starting a church within walking distance of 
everyone in America.” By embedding the Church in 
neighborhoods, marketplaces, and workplaces, cultural 
distance is bridged or closed. In this way, “The People 
Jesus Misses Most” do not have to learn a new language 
or culture in order to engage the claims of Christ. The 
Gospel Seed is planted in the “foreign” soils of each 
subculture, growing up naturally to correspond to and 
spread through that relational web.
Inherent in this second concept is the biblical principle 
of organic multiplication. Conventional churches 
typically rely upon the “addition” principle: you bring 
your friend to your church building to hear your preach-
er present the gospel. He/She is added to the Kingdom 
through profession of faith. You do that again next year, 
and so on.
Invitation:  The February “Multiply” Confer-
ence introduces the multiplication principle 
Jesus taught in His Kingdom parables like 

those in Mark 4. Here, every church member is 
a missionary. Every disciple is a disciple-mak-
er. Every new disciple made is immediately 
taught to make disciples of his family members 
and friends through relational evangelism and 
teaching. Every new disciple is possibly the 
beginning of a new church plant.

Register:  It takes all denominations to make 
change…in the world. It takes organic multiplication to 
win a continent to Christ in one generation. Instead of 
competing to become the “church of choice” in Lansing, 
COGL churches and denominations like the Nazarenes 
are moving to become unique pieces of the puzzle that 
interlock with each other to complete the big picture of 
God’s Kingdom.
--R. Mark Montgomery, M.Div., is a member of the 
COGL Equipping Team, leader of the organic Lansing 
BreakThrough Church of the Nazarene, founder of the 
BreakThrough Equipping Network, and NewStarts Strat-
egy Director, Michigan District Church of the Nazarene.
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find other ways to go about it? Jesus said that He would
build His church -- actually, the word He used was “ekkle-
sia” -- and that when He builds it, the gates of hell can-
not prevail!  I'm not sure we have seen yet what Jesus 
was describing and dreaming of when He said this. 
Sometimes it feels as if hades is prevailing. Did Jesus 
lie? What are we missing? The answer is in the words 
He spoke. He said that He would build an EKKLESIA. 

An ekklesia is not a building, nor is it a social or-
ganization. An ekklesia in Jesus' day was a "called 
out assembly.” 

They were a selected group of people in a city/region 
who would be called out in a time of crisis or war. When 
they assembled, what they agreed upon would become 
the law of the land. They had ruling/governing author-
ity, and it was known. The power of their coming to-
gether and of their agreement was acknowledged by 
all.  What they decided would be done, no question. 
Is this what we think of when we think of "church?” It 
IS what Jesus was thinking, when He made this state-
ment! When we gather together as believers, each one 
has been selected and "called out" by God and called 
into the assembly, to exercise divine authority in our 
land. And, when we come together in agreement, He 
hands us the keys of authority, and what we bind will be 
bound on earth and in Heaven, and what we loose, will 
be loosed on earth and in Heaven! We have the answer, 
in fact, we are the answer!

Is this about getting into legislatures and petitioning 
governments on Earth? No. It's about exercising author-
ity in the Spirit, before the highest court, the courts of 
Heaven! Simply put, it's about the ministry of cor-
porate prayer and intercession. Long relegated to 
three isolated individuals in a back room, or to those 
who feel a specific call to be  "intercessors,” corporate 
prayer and intercession, is the identifying function 

of Jesus' Church! Why do you think He stated em-
phatically that His house would be a house of PRAYER 
(Matthew 21:13)?

Bringing Heaven to Earth

His intent was that we would bring healing to our land, 
and affect cultural transformation, by coming boldly be-
fore Him and releasing His Kingdom realities on the 
earth, through agreement in prayer and intercession. 
This was how He taught us: "Our Father in Heaven. 
Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on Earth as 
it is in Heaven.”  We are called to ask with simple child-
like faith for the righteousness, peace and joy of His 
Kingdom to be made real right here, right now. He 
promises that He will do it!
PRAYER. So simple, a child can do it. So simple, few 
people actually do it consistently and persistently. We 
think we have so many more important things to do. 
But, what if those aren't really important? What if they 
are only medicating the real issues? Maybe we need the 
costly, invasive work of intercession to truly do sur-
gery and remove our deepest ills. Perhaps it's time to 
rearrange our church schedules and our organizational 
priorities. Time to do away with some "good" things, 
to get the best. Time to see the Church arise and shine 
and prevail against the work of hell
When we become His house of prayer -- a people 
fully given to prayer and the primacy of the minis-
try of intercession -- we will see true awakening 
and revival. We will see transformation in our city. 
We will see healing come into our land. It doesn't take 
a large group.  It doesn't take any technical prowess or 
theological training, just childlike faith.  It takes two or 
three people coming together (in a living room, a board 
room, a church hall, or on the street) believe that God 
is with them, and talk to the Father.  Let us pray.

The Church 
           that Jesus Is Building

Like it on or not, two of our biggest cultural val-
ues are comfort and convenience. If we have 
a physical ailment, we prefer to medicate the 
symptoms away. It's quick, and painless. Some-

times it seems too costly and too invasive to actually 
deal with the root problem -- or so we think. And, as 
long as we're medicated, we feel as if nothing is wrong.

How much more, when it comes to cultural transfor-
mation and the healing of our land? We would prefer 
to alleviate symptoms, so that we feel like nothing is 
wrong and things are "ok". But, the truth of the matter 
is, we're just as sick as we were before!

We DO have many serious issues in our world today: 
racial tensions, poverty, addiction, sex trafficking, 
abortion, radical Islam, etc. However, these things are 

only symptoms of the true problem; they are not the 
real issue. We can try to medicate them away, but it 
will not bring healing to our land.

Our biggest problem is spiritual: our world is sin-infected, 
and people do not know God. Why? Because the Church 
is not fulfilling her divine role in the Earth. Jesus’ solu-
tion to the corruption at work in the Earth is the Church, 
functioning as she was intended!

The Answer = the Ekklesia

I believe it’s simple, perhaps too simple. Or, perhaps too 
costly. And, that is why we have yet to give ourselves to 
it fully.  Could it be that the key has been given, and our 
calling has been made clear, but we have preferred to 

By: Pastor Jessie Still

“... on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hades (realm of the dead) shall not prevail against 
it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed  in heaven. ” Matthew 16:18-19

We've Got A PROBLEM
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and art is just one way to let them be told.

I love looking at a painting in the real and knowing 
that I'm in the exact same place in which the painter 
spent hours working. The ten inches that separate me 
from a finished piece are the same ten inches through 

which the artist labored to bring his or her work to life. 
There is such an immediacy in art, and yet there is such 
ambiguity. I can look at a painting and immediately have 
an opinion regarding its composition, use of materials, 
and supposed meaning; but those thoughts are lifeless 
until I speak with the artist or another viewer.

I believe the power of art is in its ability to springboard 
you into conversation. A ceramicist may bring a piece 
to a group and in sharing his or her journey through its 
creation, they are sharing a story from their life. Through 
its existence, they are relating a message. Through the act 
of creating, the artist connects with the viewer.

The Greater Lansing Area has seen a lot of growth in the 
arts over the past few years. Michigan State University’s 
Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, five consecutive years 
of REO Town’s Art Attack, an ever growing East Lansing 
Art Festival, and the pop-up River City MRKT craft market 
that took place in June of  2015 are just a few tangible 
ways we’ve seen Lansing step up and support the arts and 
local artists. Individuals are telling their stories and our 
city is responding. Why should the church be any differ-
ent? Here at Riverview Church we have two art galleries 
to showcase the work of local artists.

You may be asking yourself, why does a church have an 
art gallery? Well, we love the arts and want to provide 
our community with a place to display their work. It’s 
as simple as that. As a church, we hold to being doctrin-
ally conservative while culturally fluid. That, in essence, 
means that while we firmly hold to Biblical truths, the 
ways in which we engage with art and culture are less 
defined. Art is about connection and expression, and we 
love being a part of that! On May 22, 2015 the Riverview 
Church gallery featured Alisa Lincoln, a local fine Art-
ist and friend of COGL. If you are interested in uniting 
with other Christian Artists you can contact her for more 
information about ongoing efforts to Redeem the Arts. 
Artistatheart@sbcglobal.net

For more information about Riverview’s art galleries, 
email gallery@rivchurch.com.

By - Josh Michels - Creative Director at Riverview Church

Every church’s worship service is a little bit dif-
ferent from others. Some are more contem-
porary, others more traditional. The choice of 
songs to include seems as vast as the choice of 

which church to attend. But the question may be more 
than just musical preference. Maybe worship songs hold 
a greater significance in our lives.

Sometimes it seems like there is a great conflict within 
the church as a whole about the style of music and the 
selection of worship songs. Some of the older folks 
would say things like, “What do we need all these mod-
ern choruses for?  We should just stick to the hymns 
that are tried and true.” At the same time the younger 
generation coming up was saying things like, “What 
do we need these hymnals for?  All of those songs are 
old and boring. We should just play the modern praise 
and worship stuff.”  

As one who has grown up in church I used to feel 
caught in the middle of that argument. 
I remember singing hymns in church when I was a 
kid and I certainly appreciate that heritage, but at the 
same time I like the modern music, too. I think it’s a 
great tool, not only for worship, but also for helping the 
church become more relevant to a mainstream world 
who might be wondering what church is all about.

In the Old Testament, when the Israelites wanted to 
worship the Lord or offer thanks to Him, many times 
they would build an altar. Samuel did this once after a 
successful battle against the Philistines.  

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah 
and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the 
LORD has helped us.” – 1 Samuel 7:12

The word Ebenezer actually means “stone of help.” The 
altar Samuel built was an ongoing reminder to every-
body that the Lord helped them win the battle that 
day. I imagine years after that battle they would look 
out from the cities, see this big altar and say, “Hey look, 

there’s Ebenezer. Remember that time the Lord helped 
us? That was a good day.”

Today, we don’t build altars so much anymore, but we 
certainly still thank God and worship Him when He 
helps us through a trial. I don’t know about you, but 
for me God almost always gives me a song to help me 
with something difficult.  

Has this ever happened to you? Something bad hap-
pens… maybe you’ve just had a bad day at work, or 
maybe you’ve lost someone you love…  but then you 
turn on the radio and the exact song you need to hear 
comes on at the exact time you need to hear it, almost 
like it was planned that way just for you. I’ve lost track 
of how many times that has happened to me and at 
Smile FM we get stories just like that from others all 
the time. It’s a pretty amazing experience and when it 
happens it’s not something you forget anytime soon. 
In fact, I can look back over my lifetime and point out 
several specific songs that have a significant meaning 
to me, because they remind me of times God has helped 
me along the way. Those songs are my Ebenezers. They 
are a testimony to God’s faithfulness.  That’s why we 
need to remember older songs in our worship.  

So what about new songs? If we have all of these great 
examples from the past, why do we need more? That’s 
the best part. Today’s new songs are tomorrow’s old 
songs, tomorrow’s testimonies of how God is helping us 
right now. Do you get it? If old songs are re-minders 
of God working in our lives in the past, then new 
songs are proof that God is still working in our lives 
today, and that is an encouraging thought!

Brian Dumont is co-host and producer of The Morning 
Espresso with Jenn & Brian on Smile FM.  He and his 
family are active at Mount Hope Church in Lansing and 
serve in the Creative Arts Department.  

Old Songs vs New Songs
By Brian Dumont
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were deliberately trying  to recruit students from the 
inner city.  Many of these students, as products of a 
broken educational system, had not succeeded academi-
cally and had low scores on their standardized tests. Their 
potential for college success appeared limited. But, we 
wanted to give them a chance. Some have not taken the 
opportunity seriously. Some fail. But, there are those 
that respond positively to individual attention, personal 
tutoring, and the message that God loves them. They 
have hope. And what a difference hope brings to their 
lives. In talking with one of our inner city students, he 
expressed his appreciation for what he had been given 
at Great Lakes Christian College.  He said with tears in 
his eyes, “No one has ever believed in me before. You are 
the first.” I responded, “No we’re not. Before we believed 
in you – God did.” Our God is a God of hope. And His 
hope is what this world desperately needs. While we do 
an excellent job in providing a quality education for our 
students we specialize in hope. With hope you can change 
a life. With hope you can change a city.  

Many people seem to specialize in pointing out 
the problems we face in our society. We wanted 
to be a part of the solution.  I believe we provide 
a better way to change the world. Hope. 

By: Larry Carter, President Great Lakes Christian College

It’s not often that you would find me in agreement 
with Rabbi Michael Lerner. He is a liberal who ex-
presses political views that are diametrically op-
posed to most of the principles I hold dear. But, 

several years ago I came across a quote of his that reso-
nated with me. In fact, I couldn’t agree with him more. 

Rabbi Lerner wrote, “Much of the government has 
framed their intellectual commitments around a belief 
that the only things that really move people are eco-
nomic entitlements and political rights. They miss the 
fact that human beings have a deep need to have their 
lives make sense, to transcend the dynamics of individu-
alism and selfishness that predominate in a competitive 
market society and to find a way to place their lives in a 
context of meaning and purpose.”

Recently, I joined a book club with some of my extended 
family. The book we were reading focused on the mass 
incarceration of African Americans imprisoned by the 

“War on Drugs” and how this was a deliberate plan by 
whites to re-enslave the black race. The author focused 
her book on the idea that if the African American com-
munity only had economic entitlements and, especially, 
political rights they would then be empowered to live 
lives free from the racist policies of those whose desire 
is to keep the “black man down.”

In reading the book I found myself understanding the 
frustration of African Americans while at the same time 
being frustrated by the author’s answer to the dilemma. 
Her focus was on the symptom, not the problem. She 
was saying that the problem was the system of “mass in-
carceration”.  While there does seem to be an inordinate 
amount of African Americans in prison compared to 
other demographics. And, one could argue that the jus-
tice system needs to be corrected to reflect an approach 
that is fairer to all citizens. I still believe that “mass 
incarceration” is not the problem – it is a symptom. 
The problem, in my opinion, is why there are African 
Americans, in whatever numbers, who feel the need to 
break the law in the first place. I believe it is because of 
what Rabbi Lerner said. People need to have their lives 
make sense. They need to find a transcendence that gives 
them a context of meaning and purpose. If we continue 
to focus on the symptoms and not the problem we will 
continue to fill our jails with hopeless people who see 
no other recourse than to eke out an existence through 
criminal endeavors.

I know it isn’t a simple problem. The problem finds its 
source in the disgraceful condition of many of our inner 
city schools, the proliferation of “baby daddies” and 
absentee fathers, black on black crime, white indiffer-
ence to the plight of others and many other issues that 
concern those who have been disadvantaged or disen-
franchised. But, the answer isn’t to throw more money 
at the problem or to grant more political clout. I 
believe the answer lies in hope. 

There needs to be a hope that life makes sense – a hope 
that life has a context of meaning and purpose. In 
the last ten years we at Great Lakes Christian College 
have been trying to make a difference in our cities. We 
have been trying to be a purveyor of hope. After doing 
a demographic study of the state of Michigan we saw 
that God had strategically placed us in the middle of a 
region that was urban in nature and diverse in culture.
We also noticed that while we have a number of excel-
lent Christian colleges in the state very few of them 
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As I sat down for a time of devotion today, I 
was thinking about the fact that I had been 
invited to contribute this article and asking 
God for guidance on what to write. The por-

tion of scripture that coincided with my devotional was 
from James 5, and as I read about effectual prayer, I was 
struck by the fact that there are many days in which I 
live as if I don’t believe the words that I was reading. 

James 5:16 (KJV) says “Confess your faults one to an-
other, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” How relevant this is to so many areas of life! 
This thought applies in personal home life, in the work-
place, in the marketplace, and even, maybe especially, 
in politics.

Have you ever considered what it really means to fully 
believe this text? Do we really believe that “the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much?” If we 
did, how much more would we pray and how would our 
prayers change? 

In stark contrast to what I read during my devotions was 
my first perusal of Facebook for the day. I saw post after 
post decrying this policy or that, and even worse, call-
ing politicians’ things that have little business coming 
out of a Christian’s mouth. My heart sank at the lack of 
testimony being given by so many of these posts, many 
from people I know are no strangers to the gospel. If 
we really believe James 5:16, shouldn’t we be so much 
quicker to be in effectual fervent prayer? Shouldn’t we 
be much slower to suggest that we can change things 
through our own power by replacing one sinner with 
another? How arrogant of us to think that we can do 
better by ourselves, by replacing a politician instead of 
praying to a God who promises that He can change the 
heart if we will only ask. 

That raises a greater question in my mind. Has the 
secular mantra of separation of church and state taken 
us to a place where our churches no longer feel com-
fortable praying for our legislators?  Do we pray, not 
just privately, but corporately, for our legislators and 
elected leaders? Do we call them by name before our

Christian Coalition of Michigan
By: Keith Den HollanderPRAYING FOR 

OUR LEADERS
Christian Coalition of Michigan
By: Keith Den Hollander

congregations, and more importantly before God? Do 
we even know how we can pray for them? 

Over the last year, the Christian Coalition of Michi-
gan has been traveling around the state, hosting 
pastors’ breakfasts and coffees. At each stop, we 
have invited the local Senator and Representatives 
to join us and hear from the pastors about the issues 
that concern the church. We have discussed the entire 
spectrum of issues from energy policy to education, 
from roads to regulations, from marriage to monetary 
policy. These conversations have been enlightening, 
both for the elected leaders as well as the pastors. It 
has been striking to see the number of pastors who 
don’t know their legislators’ names, and the legislators 
who have no relationship with the faith leaders in their 
communities. 

This experience has served to further emphasize the 
need for our pastors and our churches to pray for our 
leaders. Imagine for a moment, a state where our pas-
tors called our elected leaders once a week to ask how 
they could pray for them. Think of all the things they 
would hear. While it may sometimes seem that the votes 
cast by our legislature are cast lightly, I have been pres-
ent in many of their offices and have had many phone 
conversations in which they have agonized over how 
to vote. Wouldn’t it be great if the church could again 
be the Aarons and the Hurs of the Bible, serving to lift 
up our leaders in prayer, and being a spiritual support 
to them in their daily work? Wouldn’t it be great if the 
community of believers heard from the pulpit or from 
the bulletin each week, about how they could pray for 
their leaders or what issues they were struggling with? 
Wouldn’t we be a much better informed society if we 
were weekly reminded of the issues that were being 
considered locally or in Lansing?

Now think about the reverse side of this. Imagine a leg-
islature where the elected officials heard from 50 to 75 
churches in their community on a weekly basis. Imagine 
where their heads and hearts would be if they had to 
consider the churches they were going to hear from next 
week in regard to the votes they cast this week. Imagine 
the delight of a God who is thrilled to hear from His 
people and to answer their prayers. Imagine how much 
the fervent prayer of thousands of righteous men and 
women would move the hearts of those being prayed for. 
Do you believe that? Do you really believe that the ef-

fectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much? 
If you can truly answer yes to that question, then why 
aren’t we more often on our knees in prayer for those 
who lead our community, our state, and our nation? 
Would we really be on such a journey to self-destruction 
in this country if God’s people who are called by His 
name would humble themselves and pray? 

I know definitively the answer to that question, and 
I think you do too. The entirety of 2 Chronicles 7:14 
(KJV) says “If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” Notice that healing the land is not placed 
upon the shoulders of our President, our Governor, 
or our elected officials. It is placed squarely on the 
shoulders of God’s people. That is you, and that is me. 
The next time we consider posting about our country, 
state or community and want to place the blame on our 
elected leaders, we would do well to stop and look in the 
mirror and reflect on these passages as we realize that 
we are called to make a change in order to heal this great 
land. I pray that God does indeed bless our legislators, 
but I pray even more so that He will move our hearts 
to read and to believe the commands and promises of 
His infallible word.
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Everyone talks about a shrinking world today. 
It is a fact that the world "feels" smaller now 
than ever before. People who through lack of 
technology, vast distances, strange languages 

and customs, and slower travel rates, never saw one 
another are now some times in daily contact. It is so 
easy to go further now. And, there are so many more 
reasons to make those trips than ever before. Go, for 
instance, to Michigan State University, in East 
Lansing (or, if you prefer go to Ann Arbor), 
and visit some place like the Interna-
tional Center around lunch time. You 
will find "tons" of Asians, especially 
Chinese nationals. They come here 
to get an education to take back 
home so that China can compete 
in the global economy. A local 
insurance provider tells me that 
there are even more Middle Eastern 
students buying car insurance these 
days in East Lansing than the Chinese 
students. And, what about Vietnamese, 
Burmese, etc. etc. etc. In reality, aren't they 
just missions made easy? 

Let's do a little Bible Study. In three places, the New 
Testament tells us that Jesus gave the Church the 
"Great Commission" to take His message, the message 
of the Cross, to the world (Matt 28:19, Mark 16:15-16, 
Luke 24:46-47). The Cross is very, very important, but 
shouldn't we also look at Matt 25:35, "I was a stranger 
and you took me in!"  In this passage, Jesus makes it 
clear that the church has physical as well as spiritual 
duties to foreigners, refugees, the poor, the sick, the 
imprisoned, etc. Missions is physical AND spiritual! 
Bear that in mind as we continue. The size of that world 

was described in Acts 2:5.  (5 Now there were stay-
ing in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven.). According to that passage and a few 
other verses, 2:8-11:(8 Then how is it that each of us 
hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes 
and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,10 Phrygia and Pamphy-
lia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors 

from Rome 11 ...; Cretans and Arabs—we hear 
them declaring the wonders of God in our 

own tongues!” NIV), the size of that 
world was determined by languages 

and current nations. Using that 
criteria, the world was made up 
of about 15 languages and/or na-
tions - quite a bit smaller than our 
current world of some 196 nations 

(according to figures put out by the 
United Nations) and of over 7,000 

living languages (see:  http://www.
daytranslations.com/world-languages)!

Now let’s change the subject just a tad to discuss our 
own little part of the world, Lansing, Michigan, and 
what is happening here right now. According to the 
Brookings Institute, immigrants and refugees settled 
here in the range of 10,938 to 13,282 from 2005-2007 
ranking it among the top 10 “medium-sized metro-
politan areas” in the United States for refugee resettle-
ment. Lansing, Michigan contains people of at least 
110 nations (http://www.geostat.org/data/lansing-mi/
nationality)!  You know what that means?  Over 60% 
of the world’s nationalities are located, in miniature 
at least, right here in our own back yard!

resettlement. Lansing, Michigan contains people of 
at least 110 nations (http://www.geostat.org/data/
lansing-mi/nationality)!  You know what that means?  
Over 60% of the world’s nationalities are located, in 
miniature at least, right here in our own back yard! 
They have come to us and the vast majority have learned 
to speak, our own language. But, they still make up a 
special category because many do not have our culture 
or tradition or know anything about Christianity. And, 
many have physical needs. Thus, we have the need 
for missions in our own back yard! But, are we tak-
ing advantage of this opportunity?

Lansing ranks 183rd in population among US cities. Not 
bad! The shocking thing, however, is that according to 
Barna, it ranks 64th among top churchless cities in the 
U.S.! We are seeing new churches planted every year! 
Leaders are recognizing Lansing as a savvy ministry 
investment for reaching the nation with the gospel. 
Rather than investing exhorbitant amounts of funds 
over seas resulting in little impact - a small investment 
in Lansing is yielding much fruit.

Now, it's time to look at the changing world as far as 
Christianity is concerned. In 1910, Europe and North 
America contained 80% of all Christians. By 2010, that 
number is now only 40%. Successful missions is now 
changing. On any given Sunday it is now thought that 
more Christians are attending a Christian service in 
China than in the United States! In 1910, only 2% of 
all Christians lived in Africa, while today nearly 25% of 
the world's Christians are Africans!  

Today's world is smaller and is no longer centered in 
the north of our globe or in our Western Hemisphere. 
People are flowing into our cities as immigrants and 
refugees. They make up a special category because many 
do not have our culture or tradition or know anything 
about Christianity. By missions in our own back yard, 
I mean something a little different than evangelism. 

Evangelism is really just one component of missions. 
Missions means allowing God to reach people of dif-
ferent language and different culture and often people 
who know nothing about God and Christianity. They 
may live on our streets but they need very specialized 
teaching. This is Global missions on our home turf - 
“Glocal Missions!”But, are we taking advantage of this 
wonderful opportunity we have? Some of our churches 
surely are. I had the opportunity to talk to the lead pas-
tors of two of these: Dr. Bruce Cromwell of Central Free 
Methodist Church, and Bishop Alfred P. Singleton II, of 
The Bread House (Bethlehem Temple Church), Karen 
Getz, one of the leaders of Trinity Church's all nations 
Christian fellowship. Central Free Methodist has pro-
grams running for people from Napoli, Bhutan, as well 
as Hmong, Haitians and a Hindu ministry.

The Bread House (Bethlehem Temple Church) on Wash-
ington Ave. led by Bishop Alfred P. Singleton II, also 
understands the need to respect different cultures and 
how to reach them with the gospel. He has incubated 
two "Cultural Churches" one with Burmese and the 
other The Bread House Zomi in Indiana. - and several 
Bi-Lingual Spanish speaking Ministries including Bread 
House South in Lansing; Zeeland Michigan; and finally 
one in Pontiac Michigan and two in Texas. 

Trinity Church had a program aimed primarily at Inter-
national students, visiting scholars, and post doctrinal 
students for over 23 years now. They have many other 
missions and refugee programs going as well. Our team 
was deeply encouraged with these three churches and 
their Pastors', and leaders, for reaching the nations liv-
ing right here in the U.S.

These churches along with others lead the way in Glocal 
Missions. They’re learning that sending local nationals 
to plant churches in their countries is far more effective  
then sending American missionaries. Lansing used to 
be known as the home of Oldsmobile. Wouldn't 
it be great if it now became the center of Glocal 
Missions? It will help our churches grow and stabilize 
our city as a home of God's Righteousness and increase 
our love of cultures and one another. Teaching people 
to love each other will help us as making Oldsmobiles 
never could!  After all, who better to bring the whole 
gospel to an unreached people group then one who has 
an intimate knowledge of the culture and the people 
therein.

    By:  Elmer Cox
“Glocal” Missions in our own backyard
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 and a focus on brownfield development sites have 
allowed us to stay in the community we passionately 
support.  As health, insurance and technology fields 
expand and flourish, there lies an opportunity for de-
velopers.   Take a look at a corporate headquarters like 
Accident Fund.  A sustainable business plan depends on 
their ability to first attract and then retain top talent. 

Across America we watched the Gen Y interest devi-
ate from suburban square footage to capital city com-
motion.  Lansing is no exception.  It’s a thrill for us 
to contribute toward the urban revival.  Our team has 
spent time out on the streets, building relationships and 
gaining knowledge from the next generation of Lansing.  
From our focus groups derived a common theme that 
people seek culture, experience and connectivity outside 
their front doors.   

Last year our team flew to Nashville, Tennessee for 
deeper inspiration.  Nashville is on fire right now, pro-
ducing multifamily developments of vibrant colors that 
compliment a youthful city, all playing a role in retain-
ing a talented work force.  We thought to ourselves, 
how can we play our roll effectively in Lansing?  What 
housing options and environment must we provide to 
give our top economic drivers a fair piece of the talent 
pie?  What does our new customer really want?  From 
those very questions and conversations, Midtown and 
Marketplace were born.    

It’s a team effort.  Stadium District broke the 
mold in 2008, laying the groundwork for a new Lansing 
and a new vision.  We’re all effected.  We’re all invested.  
Whether you reside within the city limits or Lansing’s 

periphery, we must all agree that a thriving downtown 
core is crucial to a sustainable region.  We aren’t in-
terested in a one-man show or being the only player to 
carry the ball in this game.  It’s a team effort.  Our hope 
would be that the path we pave lays the foundation for 
others to invest here as well.  Our team understands 
when our neighbors win, we all win.  Our children win.  
Our schools and churches win.  

The reasoning behind our direction is simple.  We in-
vest in Lansing because we live here.  Most of us grew 
up here.  Our children attend school here.  There is a 
prominent and personal tie to the success of this com-
munity.  We, collectively, are proud to be in Lansing 
and we are purposeful in looping that message into all 
aspects of our business.  We engage in business with 
others that complement our vision.  It has become part 
of our corporate culture to always readdress the why.  We 
ask, what does this mean for the end user and how does 
this support our mission?  We seek investment and col-
laboration with substance; specifically those that create 
a positive impact on the world around us.  

We’re up to bat.  Construction is underway on 
our newest commitment to Lansing, The Outfield.  In 
spring 2016, we will open doors to 84 residential units 
that compliment a newly renovated Cooley Law School 
stadium and a burgeoning district.  There’s a new energy 
felt among the developing skyline and the city is alive 
with baseball, nightlife, art and festivals.  Lansing is our 
home and we believe in the growth.  Community starts 
with the people, and we find purpose in creating unique 
spaces that facilitate an environment where people feel 
connected.  

By: 

In 2008 Gillespie Group set out on a mission to 
change the face of downtown Lansing by way of cre-
atinga new district, fondly named Stadium District 
to include our largest mixed-use development to 

date.  Since the building opened doors, the community 
has watched a district grow, not only in size but also in 
popularity among those that live, work and play in the 
city.  In 2014 we jumped back into the game simultane-
ously erecting two residential buildings spackled with 
noticeably vibrant color.  Midtown on Michigan Avenue 
bordering Lansing and East Lansing, and Marketplace 
sitting adjacent to the Lansing City Market inheriting 
what have been dubbed the “best views in Lansing.”   

Lansing has experienced dramatic changes over the last 
ten years, and it’s no secret that Gillespie Group tire-
lessly led the way with tenacity.  We saw an opportunity 
to bring life back to the city when the housing market 
began to shift.  It was an easy decision because at some 
point, someone would make the investment.  It ought to 
be a group with past and present, and lifelong interest.   

Sustainability.  Gillespie Group celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in 2014.  As a team, we took time to reflect 
upon where we began, where we are today and the di-
rection we are headed.  Our early years were devoted to 
Greenfield developments in suburban Michigan com-
munities, from Jackson to Delta Twp.  The demand 
was there and the investment made sense.  Urban 
sprawl built the foundation of our company, and laid 
the groundwork for the team and continued develop-
ment we see today.   

Around 2008 Gillespie Group shifted focus from sub-

urban America and landed in the heart of the Capital 
City.  It was time to make an impact on the urban en-
vironment.  We looked around at cities comparable to 
Lansing- Madison, Louisville, and Columbus.  We spent 
time in these cities looking for the answers they seemed 
to have already mastered.  Greater Lansing already had 
most of the tools our sister cities possessed; higher edu-
cation, governmental bodies, waterways, minor league 
baseball.  It was time for are birth of our downtown.  
Two years prior we tested the waters with Prudden Place 
just a few blocks north of downtown, on a piece of land 
that once occupied the Prudden Wheel Factory.  Prud-
den is everything urban and unlike anything we’d previ-
ously built, adjacent to the high traffic Saginaw Rd and 
juxtaposed with frequently running railways, there’s a 
natural and by default energy.  The apartments filled 
within 60 days of opening and although true, folks still 
balk at the notion they maintain high occupancy.   

In 2008 it was time to bring life to a mediocre enter-
tainment district.  Here, Stadium District was born.  
Again, many said putting our investments downtown 
would fail but we saw a vision stretching beyond bricks 
and mortar.  We saw what our city is now experiencing 
today, and that is people choosing Lansing.  Thousands 
of students are graduating Michigan State University 
every year and some of those students are now making 
Lansing the place they build a career, raise a family and 
express themselves creatively.  This is a contribution we 
proudly stand behind. 

Attract and Retain.  Today, our team eagerly 
adapts to the impending shifts in the market.  Interest 
has moved from repurposing farmland to urban infill, 
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I am a Chiropractor and while praying one day, 
I heard: “chiro for Christ” - “take care of the 
people who could not afford care,” “turn it into 
a ministry,” “donation based adjustments and 

giveback to people in immediate need.”  My mind 
started reeling, ‘how can I make this work?’  I have a 
busy schedule from several locations.  Would I do this 
work from the Okemos location, the Frandor location, 
or would I get a separate location?  Would I hold office 
hours specifically for ‘those’ types of patients?  Then I 
heard pretty clearly, “GO TO THE PEOPLE.”  Wow, I am 
to just go to the people and not worry about logistics or 
how it will work out.  That was scary and strange to me. 

The following Friday after God’s idea came, an amazing 
prophetic sister in Christ flew in for a talk here in 
Lansing.  I had adjusted her and we went across the 
street for lunch.  You know those coincidences that only 
God could or would put together?  Those coincidences 
that show us how much He loves us?!  I explained to 
her this idea that came to me.  I said, “Mary, God gave 
me an awesome idea how Chiropractic could show up 
big for His people.  I would go to places where people 
gathered and adjust for donation and give money 
to someone in immediate need.”  She said, “GREAT!  
Make a poster and do that at the event on Sunday!”  I 
was stunned!  How is this going to be possible?  And 
God said, “I will.” I have been practicing immediate 
obedience when God speaks or God speaks through a 
prophetic person of God.  So I obeyed.  My daughter and 
I sat down on Saturday and made the poster that you see.  
A close friend gave me the scripture and prayed for us.  
When I originally thought ‘Chiro for Christ’ I 

did not know I would be praying for people 
after their adjustment.  But, that’s exactly what 
happened at this event of over 400 people.  

First we prayed for the event hours before they came.  
An event of 200 expected, became 400 plus.  I adjusted 
about 25 people and after the adjustment I asked if I 
could pray for them.  I’m not the most experienced or 
eloquent person to pray out loud but, I obeyed.  I did 
not know their circumstances, their health issues, or 
what their personal needs were, but I knew God did and 
so I just did it.  God somehow helped me past my own 
human thoughts. Thoughts like “I am not good enough”, 
“I don’t know what I am doing” and “I don’t know how 
to pray for people.” I just obeyed. This was not my deal 
but His.  I just showed up.  One of those people was a 
female, who I found out later was a PhD, a whistleblower 

and a non-believer.  (By the way, not one person said 
“no”, when I asked them if I could pray for them and 
in my heart I heard, they are hungry for God.)  For this 
woman I felt compelled to pray protection.  I had a vi-
sion of her as a mighty warrior (even though she was 
small in stature), pure and full of truth and the mighty 
power of her words.  She turned out to be the second 
speaker and was a whistle blower to the corruptness 
of the ‘pharmakia’, the pharmaceutical industry and 
more specifically the deceit within the vaccine industry. 
After the event a turn of circumstances had her at my 
home for dinner that night, along with my friend who 
had told me to come and adjust at the event. We were 
able to have a conversation of just how God loves her 
and wants to have a personal relationship with her 
and how Jesus came... you know the rest of the story.  
I believe in my whole heart she will receive God (if she 
hasn’t already) and she will be mighty for Him!  I did 
not even want to touch the money that was donated 
for the adjustments!  I wanted to give it away as quickly 
as possible.  I was trying to figure out where I could 
give this donated money.  Where does it need to go?  
God tell me!  Then it came to me – months ago a fel-
low chiropractor, and sister in Christ, gave me a little 
handmade purse.  Inside the little pink zippered sack is 
a scripture:  Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans 
I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” 

Wow! I thought, how absolutely perfect.  I was amazed 
that this little sack, given to me months ago, which at 
the time I had no idea what to use it for, was now being 
used to house the gifts that will be bestowed on those 
in immediate need.  God is amazing! I still did not want 
this money on me, but God told me to keep it with me 
and He would tell me when and where to use it. Wow!  

Trust in Him, His voice, His when and where.  It all 
seemed so crazy!  So on Mother’s Day I was driving up 
to a traffic light.  And God spoke to my heart, “Haven 
House.”  I said OK!  I turned and went in.  I asked ‘do 
you have any mothers here today?’  They said, “Yes.”  I 
asked, ‘how many?’  They said, “7.”  So, I said, ‘I have 
a small gift for each of them’.  I laid out 7 twenties on 
the counter leaving $25 in the sack. By now I had nick 
named the sack, the ‘blessing bag.’  And the lady said, 
“Perfect, I was just making their Mother’s Day bags.”  
I said, “thank you”  and walked out but heard immedi-
ately.... GIVE IT ALL.  I immediately turned around and 
went back in!  I said, “Can I donate the rest I have?”  She 
said, “Sure! Who would you like the receipt made out 
to?”  I chuckled in my head ‘God?’ I thought, that would 
be funny, but I told her that no receipt was needed.  

I share this story because at this point in my life I want 
to obey God.  I want God to use the talents He has given 
me for His mighty ways.  I release my human limita-
tions in my head and give all that I am to Him.  I owe 
Him for my life.  For my eternal Life and as we all know, 
life is short.  How can you and I serve Him? God has 
gifted many of you.  Maybe in the health care field and 
maybe not.  I know the fields are ripe with harvest and 
His people perish for the lack of knowledge.  I believe 
He is knitting together a very strong net for a human 
army for Kingdom work here on earth right now.  I 
have seen the flowing flags going out from our capitol 
to the four corners of our city.  If you are compelled 
right now in your heart ask God to use you for 
your city and let’s claim ours as His. 
 
Dr. Denise Rassel-Daigneault
Sister in Christ • Chiro for Christ Ministry

By: Dr. Denise Rassel-Daigneault
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